
THEATER STUDIES HONORS APPLICATION PROCESS 

Theater Studies majors whose grade point averages and rising senior status make them eligible will be 
contacted in their junior year by the Theater Studies Academic Committee with an invitation to consider 
the option of pursuing honors. Planning for honors should begin before the end of the fall semester of the 
junior year.   

Conceiving a Research Project. A student pursuing honors must conceive of a project suitable for their 
own self-guided and independent research, to be completed across the senior year. Research in theater is 
defined as original inquiry and experimentation in any area of theater—in acting, directing, design, 
theater management, technical theater, or theater scholarship. In presenting their research in final form, a 
substantive written account of the research and experimentation process is required, but the principal 
expression of the research should culminate in a form appropriate to the nature of the project.   

To demonstrate readiness to pursue an independent research project, an honors applicant should choose 
an area of study in which they have already taken the preliminary courses in the Theater Studies 
curriculum.  

Collaborating with an Adviser. One of the most important initial steps in preparing for honors is to 
choose a faculty adviser from the Theater Studies core faculty, and to consult with them in the conceptual 
phases of the work.    

Application. At a spring term deadline to be set by the Academic Committee, the honors applicant will 
provide an honors proposal according to an assigned format, including a proposed annotated bibliography 
of research, a research plan with schedule, and a budget as necessary. The application must be 
accompanied by a letter of endorsement from your faculty adviser, indicating an assessment of the plan.   

Often, the application will be returned to the student for revisions as sought from the Academic 
Committee. After no more than one set of revisions, the Committee will offer or withhold final approval 
of the proposal.   

If approved to pursue honors, honors candidates should plan on spending the summer seriously pursuing 
their honors research.   

As their work proceeds through the academic year, honors candidates must stay in close touch with their 
advisers and the teachers of THEA 495 A and B, all of whom are to be close supporters of the 
independent research.   

By an assigned deadline in the spring term, the student completes the honors project and presents it in full 
to a faculty panel of three or more evaluators, including the project adviser, another regular full-time 
faculty member in Theater Studies, and a faculty member from another discipline in the College. The 
panel will evaluate the project as to whether it is successful as an honors-level exploration, and will rank 
the accomplishment as achieving Honors, High Honors, or Highest Honors.  

Candidates who successfully complete honors will be celebrated in a special graduation ceremony to 
which family and friends are invited.   

SEND ALL QUESTIONS TO DR. MICHAEL EVENDEN, DIRECTOR OF UNDERGRADUATE 
RESEARCH. 


